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COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA

ACT No. 7 or 1994

I assent

C.A. SORHAINDO
President.

16th September, 1994.

AN ACT TO AMEND THE VILLAGE COUNCILS
ORDINANCE, CAP. 190,

(Gazetted 22nd September, 1994.)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Commonweaith of
Dominica as follows:

1. This Act may be cited as the - Short title.
VILLAGE COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) ACT 1994.

2. Inthis Actthe Village Councils Ordinance is referred to as Inwerpretation.
“the Ordinance”. Cap. 190.
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3. Section 2 of the Ordinance is amended by del:ting the —

fa) word “Colony” from the definition of the term
“Minister of religion” and replacing it w-th the word
“State”, and

(b) definition of the term “Financial Secretary ™,

4. Section 3 of the Ordinance is amended by deletng the word
“Colony” from subsection (1) and replacing it with the word
“State”,

5. Section 5 of the Ordinance is repealed and rcplaced as
follows:

“5. (1) Nopersonshall be qualified to be elected as a
member of a Council unless he —

{a) is acitizen of the State;
(b) is able 10 read and write E1 glish;
(c) has attained the age of eighteen years;
(d) isresidentin the village di-trict.
(2) Aperson shallnot be quatified tohe elected as
a member of a Council if he is a minister of rcligion.”.

6. Section 6 of the Ordinance is amended by delet:ng the word
“Colony” in subsection (1) paragraph (c) and replacing it with the
word “State”.

7. Section 7 of the Ordinance is amended by deleting the word
“Colony” in paragraph (c) and replacing it with the word “State”,

8. Section 20 of the Ordinance is repealed and rcplaced as
follows:

*20. (1) It is lawful for a Council, under
any by-law or regulation to require, impose
and charge dues, fees, licence:, rates and
taxes within the limits of the village.
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10.

11,

(2) The collection of any due, fec,
rate or tax shall be in accordance with th::
Ch. 66:01. Collection of Taxes Act.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2)
a Council may recover any due, fee, rate or
tax and all extra charges related thereto as
simple contract debt.

(4) This section does not apply to
Govemnment and church property.”.

. Section 22 of the Ordinance is repealed.

Section 24 of the Ordinance is repealed.

The following is inserted as PART IIA of the Ordinance

“PART IIA

ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNMEN
OF A VILLAGE COUNCIL’S FUND

 Payment of 2%A. (1) All moneys due or granted to an:

moneys to . . |
Council Council or moneys made out in favour of or

Fund. payable to that Council must be deposited at
least every week into the Council’s account at 1
bank or other financial institution to be
determined by the Minister.

(2) Moneys deposited under subsection
(1) shall form the Council Fund.

Payment 29B. All payments from the Council Fund
com o shallbemade on the written order of the Clerk of
Fund. the Council countersigned by the Chairman or

other person designated by the Council.
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Composition  29C, The Council Fund shall be composed of
of Council .
Fund. moneys derived from—

fa) house and land rate mposed by
this Act;

(b) dues, fees, rates and taxcs payable
to the Council under this Act or
any Rules or By-laws made
thereunder;

(c) fines for breaches of :he By-laws
of the Council;

(d) moneysderived from 1hc sale, hire
ormortgage of propertics vested in
the Council; and

(e¢) all other moneys from which the
Council Fund may awfully be
derived, including any vote or
contribution from the general
revenue of the State,

Preparation 29D, (1) In or before the month o February

ofestimales. o each year, the Council shall sLbmit (o the
Minister an annual estimate of the anticipated
expenditure of the Council in respect of the
financial yearcommencingthe 1stof Julyof that
year.

(2) The estimates shall, when approved
by the Minister, be binding in their lctails upon
the Courcil, subjectneverthelessto: ny addition,
deletion, re-vote or transfer agreed to by
resolution of the Council communicated to the
Minister and approved by him.

Accounts. 29E. The accounts of the Council shall be
open at all reasonable times to inspe clion by the
Minister or any person designated 5v him,
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Audit of
accounts.

Power of
Director of
Audit to calll
for books,
etc.

Director of
Auudit may
enter office
of Comncil.

29F. (1) Theaccounts of the Council shall be
producedby the Clerk of the Council foraudit b/
the Director of Audit at such time as the Director
of Audit may from time to time require, and the
accounts shall thereupon be audited by th:
Director of Audit.

(2) The Director of Audit shall mak.:
and sign a report upon the accounts at the end of
every financial year and shall forward aduplicat::
of the accounts with the report thereon to the:
Minister and the Chairman of the Council.

{3) The accounts shall be published in
the Gazette.

29G. Forthe purpose ofany audit as mentione: |
above the Director of Audit may require —

fa) the production before him of alt
accounts, books, contracts, deeds,
receipts, vouchers and other
documents and paper whichhe ma-
think necessary; and

(b) any person holding or accountabl
for any such accounts, books,
contracts, deeds, receipts, voucher s
and other documents and papers {0
appear before him at any such audit
or any adjournment thereof, and to
make and sign a declaration as to
the correctness of the same.

29H. The Director of Audit may at alt
reasonable times enter any office of a Council
and have access to all accounts, books, contracts,
deeds, receipts, vouchers and other document s
and papers.
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Clerk ?f‘hen 291, (1) The Clerk of the Council shall
coundl shall fumish monthly to the Council 2 +tatement of
swtement of the Council’'s fund and the same shall be

accounts.  nyblished in the Gazeite.

(2) Whenever called upon to ¢o so by the
Council the Clerk of the Council shall furnish an
account showing the state of the Council IFund.

i . The Council may itvest any
meim  29J. The Council may ¢
appropriation . - . .

o oomal . accumulation of a Council Fund in any nianner
Fund approved by ihe Minister.
moneys,

Payments 29K, The debts of the Council shail be

gﬁu“‘m“ discharged from the Council Fund.

Fund.

Appropriation  291,. All moneys raised under this Act shall
:ﬁ;g‘r’;ey ™ be used exclusively for the purpos s st out in
this Act and the By-laws.”.

Passed in the House of Assembly this 23rd day ofAugust,
1994,

M. ALBERTHA JNO. BAPTISTE
Clerk of the House of Assembly.
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